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Budget shortage threatens library

BY HENRY EDEN
Staff Writer
Students and faculty might
begin to feel the effects of an
underfunded library.
Students are often instructed
WR XVH VXEMHFWVSHFLÀF GDWDEDVHV
and journals for research projects. These resources are paid
for by the library’s acquisition
budget. According to Dr. Tom
Strunk, a professor of Classics
and the chairman of the Library
Committee, steady cuts to this
budget combined with increasing
subscription prices every year,
may start to have an effect on the
quality of research that students
and faculty members will be able
to do.
“There have been a number
of cuts over the recent years to
the point that we’re down about
$100,000 or so in terms of the
overall acquisitions budget,”
Strunk said. “If you look at an
18-year window, roughly we’re
actually at about the same level
we were at 10 years ago.”
While the library’s budget appears to remain steady year-toyear, Strunk said that the budget
actually loses value annually.
´7KHUH·V UHJXODU LQÁDWLRQ
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'HÀFLWVLQWKHOLEUDU\EXGJHWPLJKWOLPLWVWXGHQWV·DFFHVVWRRQOLQHGDWDEDVHVDQGLPSHGHIDFXOW\UHVHDUFK

and, moreover, with a lot of the
journal subscriptions and database subscriptions, they go up
DERXWÀYHWRSHUFHQWHYHU\HDU
pretty consistently,” Strunk said.
Until now, most of the cuts
made have targeted items that
would generally go unused.

Faculty members have also agreed
to forego purchasing certain textbooks in favor of keeping some
databases or journals. However,
these decisions will not be as easy
moving forward.
“It’s gotten to the point where a
lot of what’s left to cut, most peo-

ple consider to be important stuff,”
Strunk said. “Even if we get rid of
all of the faculty and librarian allowances for books, the budget is
barely going to be enough to cover
the journal and database subscriptions that we have.”
The list of items that may be

removed from the budget is beginning to include items that may
be the most important database
RU UHVRXUFH IRU D SDUWLFXODU ÀHOG
of study, according to Strunk.
“The concern isn’t simply going to be about whether I will be
able to get my research done to
publish my next book,” Strunk
said. “The issue here really is, can
students get their research done
for papers, for honors theses and
learn to be good researchers and
EHDEOHWRHQWHUWKHÀHOGµ
Strunk and the library committee created a survey earlier
this year in order to collect information and ideas from the faculty
regarding which items would be
PRVW EHQHÀFLDO WR NHHS IRU WKH
faculty and their students.
“Father Graham said that
they would be paying a little bit
more attention to the library acquisition budget so that maybe
not for this year, but that going
forward, we would be looking at
trying to get more resources for
the library,” Strunk said. “We haven’t heard anything more than
WKDWVSHFLÀFDOO\EXWZHDVDFRPmittee want to try and nail that
GRZQ DQG ÀQG RXW PRUH DERXW
what that means.”

Student chided on-air for AB trip

BY GRANT VANCE
Managing Editor
Xavier student Katherine
Plucinsky was met with criticism when she discussed her
Alternative Breaks (AB) trip to
Washington, D.C., in a March
24 interview on 700 WLW’s
Eddie and Tracy show.
After returning from spring
break, Plucinsky wrote an opinion piece for the Cincinnati
Enquirer describing her experience with Xavier’s AB program.
Her trip involved living the lifestyle of a homeless person in
D.C. for 48 hours. This experience was meant to help students
better understand the lives of
disadvantaged people.
Eddie Fingers and Tracy
Jones asked Plucinsky to come
on their show after reading her
editorial in the Enquirer.
“I was going onto (the radio
show) expecting I was just going
to tell them about it, and then
all of a sudden it took a turn,
and they said I was misguided,”
Plucinsky said. “I was caught off
guard.”
Throughout the interview
Fingers and Jones repeatedly
referred to Pucinsky as “young
lady,” questioned her decision

Photos courtesy of blogspot.com (left) and youtube.com (right)

700 WLW’s Eddie and Tracy (left) criticized Katherine Plucinsky (right) for panhandling as part of her Alternative Breaks trip to Washington, D.C.

to participate in the trip and
asked if she planned to vote for
Sen. Bernie Sanders (D-Vt.).
Fingers and Jones criticized
Xavier for endorsing a trip where
students spend time panhandling.
They also questioned Plucinsky’s
parents’ judgment and asked to
speak to her mother on the air.
“They were saying (my mother) needs to set me straight and be
a parent,” Plucinsky said. “They
totally tore my mom apart, which

wasn’t cool.”
Eddie and Tracy’s method
of interviewing allows callers to
weigh in after the interviewee is
off the line.
“They were saying all this
stuff about me, but I couldn’t defend myself because I wasn’t on
the line,” Plucinsky said.
Of the two callers that offered opinions, one defended
Plucinsky, reprimanding Fingers
and Jones for their “degrading”

words. The other caller praised
them for criticizing the perspective of Plucinsky and other “social justice warriors.”
“It kind of sucks because
the whole point of getting the
article out there was so people
could look at the situation just
a little bit differently,” Plucinsky
said. “They didn’t even give me
the chance to talk about my
experience.”
Despite the outcome of the

interview, Plucinsky remains
optimistic.
“It was a good experience being on Eddie and Tracy because
it’s important to know people
aren’t always going to see eyeto-eye with you,” Plucinsky said.
“AB gave me a trip of a lifetime,
and at the end of the day, nothing anyone says can take away my
experience.”
700 WLW did not reply to
several requests for comment.
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MACURA ARRESTED,
CASE TO FOLLOW

BY JESSICA GRIGGS

Campus News Editor
Xavier basketball player JP
Macura was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct and obVWUXFWLQJRIÀFLDOMXVWLFHODVWZHHN
at an Oakley bar.
Macura, 20, was at RP
McMurphy’s bar when he allegedly pulled his pants down and
then presented responding police
RIÀFHUVZLWKDIUDXGXOHQW,'
,QDFRPSODLQWÀOHGE\SROLFH
0DFXUD ZKR ZDV QDPHG WKH %LJ
East 6th Man of the Year earlier
WKLV PRQWK ZDV DOOHJHGO\ ´PDNing unreasonable noise or an offensively coarse utterance, gesture
RU GLVSOD\ RU FRPPXQLFDWLQJ XQwarranted and grossly abusive
language.”
7KH ,' WKDW 0DFXUD JDYH WR
the police reportedly belonged
to Myles Fox Morrissey, a Xavier
JROIHUIURP7HQQHVVHHDQGOLVWHG
an earlier birth date than Macura’s,
according to police.
A not guilty plea was entered
in writing by Macura’s attorney,
Merlyn Shiverdecker, in court on
Thursday.
,Q UHVSRQVH WR WKH LQFLGHQW
Xavier Athletics released a state-

PHQW WKDW VDLG ´:H KDYH EHHQ
PDGHDZDUHRI WKLVVLWXDWLRQDQG
we’re working to collect all the
facts.”
Macura and head basketball
coach Chris Mack did not respond
to the Newswire’s inquiries regarding the incident.
The university is unable to
FRPPHQW RQ VSHFLÀF VWXGHQWV
+RZHYHU .HOO\ /HRQ DQ RIÀFLDO
spokesperson for the university
said that there is a protocol in
place that is followed when incidences like this occur.
´;DYLHU·V SROLF\ DQG VWDQGDUG
practice is to investigate and pursue conduct action for student behavior that is not consistent with
RXU FRPPXQLW\ H[SHFWDWLRQVµ
/HRQ VDLG ´:KHQ WKH 'HDQ RI 
6WXGHQWV RIÀFH UHFHLYHV QRWLÀFDtion of student behavior occurULQJ RQ RU RII  FDPSXV WKDW PD\
violate Xavier’s Code of Student
Conduct, University action is taken. Xavier regularly responds to
UHSRUWV RI  RIIFDPSXV EHKDYLRU
DV ZH VHH VWXGHQWV DV LPSRUWDQW
DPEDVVDGRUV IRU RXU FRPPXQLW\
values.”
Photo courtesy of Facebook.com
Macura is set to appear in court JP Macura was arrested on March 31 for disorderly conduct and obstructing justice. A fraudulent ID was also in his
possession before Macura was escorted out of RP McMurphy’s in Oakley. His case will be in court in early May.
again in early May.
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XUPD battles
driving dangers
BY MAX BRUNS

Staff Writer
$FFRUGLQJWRGLVWUDFWLRQJRY
WKH 86 JRYHUQPHQW·V RIILFLDO
website for publishing statistiFDO DQDO\VHV DERXW GLVWUDFWHG
GULYHUV  SHRSOH ZHUH
killed in distracted driving acFLGHQWV LQ  DQG 
SHRSOHZHUHLQMXUHG
7KHODUJHVWFRQWULEXWLQJIDFWRU UHODWHG WR DW OHDVW  SHUFHQW RI  WKHVH LQVWDQFHV ZDV
WH[WLQJ
)RU WKLV UHDVRQ RQ $SULO 
DQG;DYLHU3ROLFHLQFRQMXQFWLRQ ZLWK WKH +DPLOWRQ &RXQW\
6DIHW\ &RPPLWWHH $PHULFDQ
$XWRPRELOH$VVRFLDWLRQ $$$ 
WKH&LQFLQQDWL)LUH'HSDUWPHQW
DQG  ;DYLHU 8QLYHUVLW\ WKHDWUH
will host an event to address
WKH SUREOHP RI  WH[WLQJ ZKLOH
GULYLQJ .HOO\ /HRQ ;DYLHU·V
1HZV &RUUHVSRQGHQFH WLWOHG
WKH HYHQW ´;DYLHU 6WXGHQWV
([SHULHQFH )LUVW +DQG WKH
&RQVHTXHQFHV RI  'LVWUDFWHG
'ULYLQJµ
7KHSRLQWRI WKHHYHQWLVWR
JLYHVWXGHQWVDILUVWKDQGH[SHrience of what happens when
WH[WLQJ ZKLOH GULYLQJ UHVXOWV LQ
DQDFFLGHQW
6JW6KDXQ%U\FHFULPHSUHYHQWLRQ DQG VDIHW\ RIILFHU IRU
;DYLHU3ROLFHLVKHOSLQJWRFRRUGLQDWHWKHHYHQW
´, ZDQWHG WR GR VRPHWKLQJ
RQ D ELJJHU VFDOH WR DFWXDOO\
JHWWKHPHVVDJHDFURVVµ%U\FH

March 21, 1:28 p.m. –$VWXdent reported the theft of his or
KHU DOO FDUG ZKLFK ZDV LPPHGLDWHO\ XVHG WR SXUFKDVH SURGXFWV
IURP YHQGLQJ PDFKLQHV DURXQG
FDPSXV $Q LQYHVWLJDWLRQ LV
SHQGLQJ

VDLG´6RPDQ\SHRSOHWH[WDQG
drive it’s hard to control unless
LW DFWXDOO\ UHVXOWV LQ DQ DFFLGHQW , JRW WKH LGHD IURP VWXGHQWVODVW\HDUZKRZHUHGRLQJ
DGRQ·WWH[WDQGGULYHLQLWLDYHµ
7KLV\HDUWKHHYHQWZLOOIHDWXUHWKH´$$$GLVWUDFWHGGULYHU
VLPXODWRUµ  DP  
SP RQ $SULO  LQ )HQZLFN
3ODFH
7KH VLPXODWRU SURYLGHV DQ
H[SHULHQFH RI  ZKDW LW·V OLNH WR
GULYHXQGHUWKHLQÁXHQFHRUZLWK
RWKHUVLJQLÀFDQWGLVWUDFWLRQV
7KH SDUWLFLSDQW LQ WKH
VLPXODWRU ZLOO HLWKHU H[SHULHQFH D OHYHO RI  LPSDLUPHQW
YLD WKH VLPXODWRU LWVHOI  RU ZLOO
be handed a cellphone and be
DVNHG WR WDNH SDUW LQ D WH[WLQJ
FRQYHUVDWLRQ
7KH VLPXODWRU ZLOO DOZD\V
UHVXOWLQDIXOORQFUDVKVLPXODWLRQ LQFOXGLQJ VLPXODWHG LQWHUDFWLRQVZLWKWKHSROLFHPHGLFDO
VWDII DQGDMXGJH
7KH ÀQDOH RI  WKH HYHQW ZLOO
WDNH SODFH  DP   SP
RQ$SULODWWKHLQWHUVHFWLRQRI 
6W ;DYLHU :D\ DQG 0XVNHWHHU
'ULYH 7KHDWHU VWXGHQWV ZLOO
be participating in an actual
VLPXODWHG FUDVK ZLWK FDUV GRQDWHG IURP 3XOODQG3D\ 6WDJH
PDNHXS WKH SUHVHQFH RI  WKH
&LQFLQQDWL)LUH'HSDUWPHQWDQG
the crashed vehicles will heightHQWKHUHDOLVW\RI WKHH[SHULHQFH
“We want students to take
WKLVVHULRXVO\µ%U\FHVDLG

Photo courtesy of abcnews.com

Protesters in North Carolina rallied against the state’s House Bill 2 which discriminates against the LGBT community.

Anti-LGBT bill passes
BY REGINA WRIGHT

Staff Writer
North Carolina governor
3DW 0F&URU\ VLJQHG WKH 3XEOLF
)DFLOLWLHV3ULYDF\DQG6HFXULW\$FW
LQ ODWH 0DUFK ZKLFK HOLPLQDWHG
SURWHFWLYH ODZV IRU JD\ DQG WUDQVgender persons and forbade cities
IURPDOORZLQJWUDQVJHQGHULQGLYLGXDOVWRXVHSXEOLFUHVWURRPVEDVHG
RQWKHLUJHQGHULGHQWLÀFDWLRQ
$VSHFLDOVHVVLRQRI WKH*HQHUDO
$VVHPEO\ VWDUWHG HDUO\ RQ 0DUFK
DIWHUWKHFLW\RI &KDUORWWH1&
HQDFWHG D QRQGLVFULPLQDWLRQ RUdinance allowing transgender inGLYLGXDOV WR XVH SXEOLF UHVWURRPV
EDVHGRQWKHLULGHQWLÀHGJHQGHU
´2UGLQDQFH GHÀHG FRPPRQ
VHQVHDOORZLQJPHQWRXVHZRPHQ·V EDWKURRPORFNHU URRP IRU
LQVWDQFHµ 0F&URU\ WZHHWHG RQ
0DUFK   ´7KDW·V ZK\ , VLJQHG
ELSDUWLVDQELOOWRVWRSLWµ
$OVR NQRZQ DV +RXVH %LOO 
WKH ELOO SUHHPSWV DOO ORFDO RUGLnances and reserves the right to
SDVVDGGLWLRQDOQRQGLVFULPLQDWLRQ
RUGLQDQFHV7KHELOOZDVSDVVHGLQ
the state House 82-26 and 32-0 in
WKH VWDWH 6HQDWH DIWHU 'HPRFUDWV
walked out and did not vote in

SURWHVW
´,·PXSVHWWKDWLW·VIRUFLQJSHRSOHWRDFWDVLI WKH\DUHDJHQGHUWKDW
WKH\ GR QRW IHHOµ 9LFH3UHVLGHQW
RI ;DYLHU·V/*%74$OOLDQFH.DWLH
:LQRNHU VDLG ´7KH ODZ PDNHV
WKHPJRLQWRWKHEDWKURRPEDVHG
RQWKHVH[WKH\ZHUHJLYHQDWELUWK
ZKLFK XQIRUWXQDWHO\ FRXOG OHDG
WRDYLROHQWRXWFRPHIRUVRPHRI 
WKHP ,I  WKH\ GUHVV DFW DQG IHHO
OLNHDIHPDOHEXWJRLQWRWKHPHQ·V
UHVWURRP , ZRXOGQ·W EH VXUSULVHG
LI  PHQ ZRXOG DFW YLROHQWO\ , DP
YHU\ FRQFHUQHG DERXW WKLV WUHQG
this is now the third state to retaliDWHZKHQDFLW\DWWHPSWVWRSURWHFW
/*%74 SHRSOH 1RUWK &DUROLQD
$UNDQVDV DQG 7HQQHVVHH ,Q DOO
WKUHHDFLW\KDGSDVVHGDODZWKDW
\RX FDQQRW GLVFULPLQDWH DJDLQVW
/*%74SHRSOHDQGDOPRVWLPPHGLDWHO\DIWHUWKHVWDWHKDGUHSOLHGE\
SDVVLQJDODZWKDW\RXFDQ7KHUHLV
no reason there cannot be neutral
EDWKURRPVRUDWKLUGEDWKURRPµ
7KH ELOO KDV UHFHLYHG EDFNODVK
IURPFLYLOULJKWVJURXSVFHOHEULWLHV
SROLWLFLDQV DQG EXVLQHVVHV LQFOXGLQJ WKH 1%$ $IWHU WKH ELOO ZDV
VLJQHGRQ0DUFKWKH1%$KLQWHGDWWKHSRVVLELOLW\RI PRYLQJWKH

   

dent reported the theft of his or her
SDUNLQJSDVVIURPKLVRUKHUFDU

March 29, 4:46 p.m. – Xavier
Police investigated a report of a
suspicious backpack that was left
XQDWWHQGHG LQ WKH +XVPDQ /RW
7KH EDFNSDFN ZDV UHWXUQHG WR D
VWXGHQWZKRKDGDFFLGHQWDOO\OHIW
LWWKHUH

March 24, 2:20 a.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Cincinnati Police in
LGHQWLI\LQJ DQ LQWR[LFDWHG XQGHUage student who failed to cooperate with police outside a bar in
+\GH3DUN7KHVWXGHQWZDVFLWHG
March 30, 9:13 p.m. – Xavier
DQGUHOHDVHGWRDSDUHQW
Police investigated a report of a

March 21, 4:58 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police
ZLWK D WUDIÀF VWRS DW 9LFWRU\
March 28, 11:19 p.m. – Xavier
3DUNZD\ DQG /HGJHZRRG 'ULYH
One person in the vehicle was ar- 3ROLFH&LQFLQQDWL)LUHDQG5HVFXH
UHVWHGRQRXWVWDQGLQJZDUUDQWV 3K\VLFDO 3ODQW DQG 5HVLGHQFH
/LIH UHVSRQGHG WR D ÀUH DODUP LQ
March 22, 10:16 p.m. – Xavier %URFNPDQ +DOO $Q LQYHVWLJDWLRQ
Police assisted Cincinnati Police UHYHDOHGWKDWDVPRNLQJKDLUGU\HU
and Cincinnati Fire and Rescue VHWRII WKHDODUP
ZLWKDQDXWRDFFLGHQWDW9LFWRU\
March 28, 11:55 p.m. – Xavier
3DUNZD\ DQG /HGJHZRRG 'ULYH
2QH FDU ZDV RQ ÀUH DQG WKH Police assisted Norwood Police
GULYHU KDG WR EH GUDJJHG IURP with a report of students arguLQJLQWKHSDUNLQJORWDW86WDWLRQ
WKHYHKLFOH
7KH VWXGHQWV ZHUH VHQW RQ WKHLU
March 23, 12:44 p.m. –$VWX- ZD\

  





Not the brightest
sparkler in the box
April 2, 2:26 a.m. – Xavier
Police investigated a report of
unknown subjects lighting off
ÀUHZRUNV LQVLGH WKH KDOOZD\V
RI 8QLYHUVLW\$SDUWPHQWV

$OO6WDU*DPHWRDQRWKHUFLW\
LQDVWDWHPHQWPDGHWKHQH[WGD\
´7KH1%$LVGHGLFDWHGWRFUHDWLQJ DQ LQFOXVLYH HQYLURQPHQW
IRUDOOZKRDWWHQGRXUJDPHVDQG
HYHQWV :H DUH GHHSO\ FRQFHUQHG
WKDW WKLV GLVFULPLQDWRU\ ODZ UXQV
counter to our guiding principles
RI HTXDOLW\DQGPXWXDOUHVSHFWDQG
GR QRW \HW NQRZ ZKDW LPSDFW LW
ZLOOKDYHRQRXUDELOLW\WRVXFFHVVIXOO\KRVWWKH$OO6WDU*DPH
LQ&KDUORWWHµWKH1%$VDLG
7KH2EDPDDGPLQLVWUDWLRQDQnounced it is considering whether
or not North Carolina’s new law
PDNHV WKH VWDWH LQHOLJLEOH IRU ELOlions of federal funding that is
XVHG IRU VFKRROV KLJKZD\V DQG
KRXVLQJRQ$SULO7KHWKUHDWRI 
the loss of federal funding could
SRWHQWLDOO\KDYHWKHHIIHFWRI SUHVVXULQJ1RUWK&DUROLQDWRHOLPLQDWH
WKHELOO$ODFNRI IXQGVZRXOGSXW
WKHVWDWHLQDEXGJHWFULVLV
´,WKLQNWKLVODZLVVRPHWKLQJWKDW
DOOVWDWHVVKRXOGFRQVLGHUµDIHPDOH
VRSKRPRUHVWXGHQWZKRGHFOLQHGWR
JLYHKHUQDPHVDLG´7KHEDWKURRP
LVDSODFHRI SULYDF\DQG,ZRXOGIHHO
XQFRPIRUWDEOHNQRZLQJWKDW,ZRXOG
EHVKDULQJLWZLWKDPDQµ

VWXGHQWGULYLQJUHFNOHVVO\DQGDWD wallet that was left unattended in
KLJK VSHHG RQ 0XVNHWHHU 'ULYH DFODVVURRPLQ/RJDQ+DOO
7KHVWXGHQWZDVFLWHGIRUUHFNOHVV
GULYLQJ
April 2, 11:33 p.m. –$VWXGHQW
reported he or she was assaulted
March 31, 1:40 a.m. – Xavier E\ WZR PDOHV RQ 0RQWJRPHU\
3ROLFHZDVLQIRUPHGE\&LQFLQQDWL 5RDG$VDIHW\QRWLFHZDVUHOHDVHG
3ROLFH WKDW DQ XQGHUDJH LQWR[Lcated student had been arrested at
April 3, 12:20 a.m. – Cincinnati
a bar on Wasson Road for disor- Fire and Rescue transported an
GHUO\ FRQGXFW DQG SRVVHVVLRQ RI  XQGHUDJH LQWR[LFDWHG VWXGHQW
DIDNH,'
IURP )HQZLFN 3ODFH WR 8QLYHUVLW\
Hospital for possible alcohol
April 1, 2:14 a.m. – Xavier SRLVRQLQJ
Police and Norwood Police inYHVWLJDWHG D UHSRUW RI  DQ LQWR[LApril 3, 2:24 a.m. –7ZRVWXFDWHGVWXGHQWDWWHPSWLQJWRJDLQ GHQWVVPRNLQJPDULMXDQDLQVLGHD
DFFHVV WR WKH ZURQJ DSDUWPHQW YHKLFOHLQWKH5/RWZHUHFLWHG
DW 86WDWLRQ 7KH VWXGHQW ZDV IRUGUXJDEXVH
DUUHVWHG E\ 1RUZRRG 3ROLFH
IRU GLVRUGHUO\ FRQGXFW ZKLOH
April 3, 8:56 a.m. – $VWXGHQW
LQWR[LFDWHG
reported his or her car window
had been shattered the night beApril 1, 12:16 p.m. – $VWXGHQW fore while the vehicle was parked
reported the theft of his or her LQWKH9LOODJH/RW
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Greater expectations

A cynic’s view on setting your sights higher

I’ve rolled my eyes at the Adidas “Impossible never get in, so it wasn’t even worth applying.
is Nothing” slogan for as long as I can remember.
I have lived this way my entire life. I’ll try to do
When I hear someone talking about being able to what is in reach, but anything that seems out of reach
do the impossible, I’ve always thought the logical isn’t even worth working towards. I have never tried
part of my brain became annoyed at this ridiculous to become exceptional to save myself from embarperspective.
rassment if I failed.
After all, there are things that can be done, and
Living that way has only led me further from being
there are things that can’t. I will
exceptional because I never pushed my“Since I can
never run a mile in a minute. No
self to exceed any sort of expectation.
one can or will contest that fact,
My life isn’t any better for avoiding
remember, I never
especially if you’ve seen me run.
what
seems impossible, whether it be
thought I could
Not even the most starry-eyed
an application or anything else. I wonachieve great things, der how my life could be different and
dreamers reasonably believe that
something truly impossible can
better if I accepted that “Impossible is
but I remember
happen. No, what this discussion
thinking how wide Nothing.”
is really about is sentiment, not
I don’t think I knew I was a cynic unthe spectrum of
logic.
til recently when I was watching an epi“Impossible is Nothing” didn’t
sode of “The West Wing.” The episode
‘great things’ falls
upset me because of its logic. It
is called “The Crackpots and These
for different people. Women,” and contains a soliloquy from
upset me because I’m cynical. If
something seems highly improb- College never seemed President Bartlet (Martin Sheen) about
able, I instinctively decide that out of my reach, but a UFO picked up on radar earlier that
it is impossible and not worth
day.
Harvard always did”
attempting.
I would like to close my article with
As a convenient example, I am
this moment that cut me to my cynical
- Nick Bergeman
approaching graduation. I hate
core and asked me what I think about
to spoil the secret for you underclassmen, but that impossibility.
means that I have to think about what comes after I
“It was not a spaceship from another planet, just
UHFHLYHP\GHJUHHV0RVWRI WKHWLPHJUDGXDWHVÀQG another time. A long since abandoned Soviet sata job or go into further education. I would be inter- HOOLWH RQH RI  LWV ERRVWHU URFNHWV GLGQ·W ÀUH DQG LW
ested in either, but that’s a little easier said than done couldn’t escape the earth’s orbit--a sad reminder of
with my ambitions.
a time when two powerful nations challenged each
I want to make movies, which is not exactly the other and then boldly raced into outer space. [pause]
easiest racket to get into. When this year began, I What will be the next thing that challenges us? That
knew I needed to get on my horse and get moving on makes us work harder and go farther?
ÀJXULQJRXWZKDW,ZRXOGGRDWWKHHQGRI WKH\HDU
“You know, when smallpox was eradicated, it was
Since I can remember, I never thought I could considered the single greatest humanitarian achieveachieve great things, but I remember thinking how ment of this century.
wide the spectrum of ‘great things’ falls for different
Surely, we can do it again. As we did in the time
people. College never seemed out of my reach, but when our eyes looked towards the heavens, and with
Harvard always did. Some children never even feel RXWVWUHWFKHG ÀQlike college is possible, but it always seemed like a gers, we touched
certainty to me.
the face of God.”
)LQGLQJDMRELQ/RV$QJHOHVRUDSSO\LQJWRÀOP
school may have seemed like a fruitless and imposNick Bergeman
sibility for most of college, and my life, but for some
is
a
staff columnist
reason it just seemed to be within my grasp as I startat the Newswire.
ed this year.
Even still, while I would apply to some of the He is a senior Digital
Film
ÀQHVW ÀOP VFKRROV IRU 0DVWHUV SURJUDPV , UHIXVHG Innovation
to apply to the University of Southern California, & Television and
which for those of you who don’t know is basically English double major
WKH+DUYDUGRI ÀOPVFKRROV,GHFLGHGWKDW,FRXOG from Detroit.
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A white-washed Jesuit education

On January 17, the Center for
Faith and Justice (CFJ) held a
racial justice event in the Clock
Tower to discuss the intersections between faith and social justice. The Xavier community and
members from surrounding areas
joined the conversation.
I sat amongst my community as
we listened to a panel, comprised
of a Black DDI student, a white
theology faculty member and a
CFJ staff member, share testimonies about their engagements with
faith, race and economic justice.
After the monologues, the
facilitator opened the space for
questions. I raised my hand. I
prefaced my question with a short
rhetorical illustration. I criticized
the reality of our student culture
against internal perceptions maintained by departmental advertisements promoted to prospective
investors, better known as families
on preview day.
For example, the sheer existence of the heinous Xavier
Bubble negates internal perceptions of a ‘community-engaged
student body.’ Subsequently, I
proposed the idea that if our
university engages with predominantly Black and predominately
impoverished communities such

as Evanston and Avondale, then
the university should proactively
educate our predominantly white
and predominantly upper-middle
class student body via course
material organized around Black
and/or Ethnic Studies.
This is where things got problematic. Understand that I’m a
Black student at a predominantly
white institution. The consciousness permeating through my
Black body yields a Black perspective often ignored and overshadowed by the enduring solidarity of
white students, white faculty and
white administrators.
However, I assumed that in a
space intended purely for racial
justice, I could pose an idea concerning racial injustice without the
pain of unforeseen micro-aggressions. I should have known better.
After a brief back and forth,
the white faculty member responded by questioning me on
P\ VFKRRO RI  FKRLFH VSHFLÀFDOO\
asking, “Why didn’t you go to
an [Historically Black College or
University] HBCU?” Need I explain why asking a Black student
why he didn’t go to an all-Black
school is problematic?
In retrospect, I’m rather huPRUHG E\ VXFK ÁDZHG UHDVRQLQJ

First off, answering a question
with a question is simply rude discourse, and the divergence from
contextualized and contextually
relevant criticism to an overt personal attack is the purest form of
victim blaming.
His rhetoric aimed to convince
me that I am somehow responsible for a white-washed education
at a predominately white school
with predominantly white faculty
and predominately white course
material taken by a predominately
white student body in predominately white classrooms.
In addition to victim blaming,
such a question carries an implied
accent of segregation. I heard: ‘If
you want your educational interests upheld, then go to a school
where more people look like you
and hopefully think like you. In
this white space, your Black interests cause disruption that I or we
don’t have time to take seriously.’
Such reasoning ignores racist
biases engrained in our educational system. Additionally, his rhetoric formally asserts that Xavier did
not construct its educational system with Black interests in mind,
in the same way the United States
did not construct its public educational system with Black interests

in mind.
Be it Xavier University or the
United States of America, Blacks
invest into systems that ignore the
holistic satisfaction of Black interests. However, I am still a student
at this university, just as I am a
natural born citizen of the United
States. And as a paying customer
in both arenas, I expect an adequate return on my dollar.
And you could have said virtually anything else. You could have
asked for data to support my argument. You could have pointed out
all six Black courses we offer and
encouraged me to take those.
You could have pointed me to
the library. Hell, you could have
even blamed it on the budget.
Furthermore, your response igQRUHG DOO WKH SRVLWLYH EHQHÀWV RI 
a Black studies program.
For example, imagine a
Williams College of Business
that thoroughly and willfully disFXVVHV WKH VLJQLÀFDQFH RI  %ODFN
economics or a course which illustrates the prominence and selfVXIÀFLHQF\ RI  %ODFN :DOO 6WUHHW
and the hundreds of white people
who murdered Black business
owners, burned down corporations, homes and looted banks,
only to sit in a classroom aimlessly

I’ve changed a lot during my
four years at Xavier. I started off
a smart ass who had no clue what
he was doing with his life. Now,
I’m a smart ass who has no clue
what he is doing with his life with
some fashion sense.
While individual parts of me
have changed, there is one thing
that has been consistent from year
WR\HDUDQGKDVLQÁXHQFHGP\SHUsonal relationships, my work habits and especially my classwork:
stress.
Stress is pretty much a common response for most college
students, and I know that I have
GHÀQLWHO\ IHOW LW P\ VHQLRU \HDU
The main source of it has been
my thesis, a 53-page paper describing the similarity between the
zeitgeists of Athens and America
as shown through Aristophanes
and South Park.
Since the start of the school
year, even over the course of the
summer, my mind has been consumed with how I was going to
research and discuss this topic.
My coworkers can attest to
how I somehow managed to in-

corporate South Park into almost
every conversation.
The problem with having my
thesis constantly on my mind is
that I never thought I did enough.
I always thought that there was
some connection that I was
missing or just something that
I could add to tie it all together.
This caused an undue amount of
stress, which actually impaired my
ability to write my thesis.
The stress my thesis caused has
impacted me in other areas, leading me to believe that every minor mistake was literally the worst
thing in the world and would end
XS ZLWK PH EHLQJ ÀUHG RU DORQH
If anything, the stress made those
problems more probable.
Stress is something we all deal
with, though some people force
it upon themselves unnecessarily.
Whenever you have an important
assignment that is getting you
stressed, the best thing to do is to
put it out of your mind completely. Have a nice dinner with friends,
go for a jog or do something that
forces you to think about another
topic.

I know that this is not some
grand revelation that will change
your mind or make most people
realize that they have done certain things completely wrong.
Honestly, I have been told this
many times before but have never

switch between translating Greek
and Latin to solving calculus
problems. Even if these issues
took a while to properly analyze
and answer, they never really lasted a long time, with the papers occasionally taking a couple days to
DZHHNWRÀQLVKDWPRVWDQGQR
other homework in between.
When I started writing my thesis, all the prior techniques I had
used to destress myself started
to fail. I tried watching television and reading different things
online, but I naturally found my
mind returning to that same topic.
Eventually, my roommates convinced me to join them at “The
Don’s” (Don Pablo’s) for dinner
and forced me to talk about random shit completely unrelated to
my thesis.
After that dinner, I went home
and took a long nap. That helped
me to completely unwind, destroying all the built-up stress,
leaving me feeling revitalized. I
had known that this would help
me for a while, but knowing is
half the battle.
$V ZH HQWHU WKH ÀQDO PRQWK

pondering why unfathomable
numbers of Black people live in
poverty.
Your minute manifestation
of unintentional racism illustrates the precise reason Xavier
University must intentionally advertise courses focused on Black
and/or Ethnic Studies. During
academic registration, I challenge
advisors to encourage students to
take Black.
I challenge students to embrace
the liberating discomfort of educating yourself in an alternative
perspective. Challenge yourself
to avoid incidental expressions of
unintentional racism.

Taylor Zachary is a staff writer at the
Newswire. He is a junior sociology major
from Oakland.

Str ess al ways on my mind
“ Stress is something
we all deal with,
though some
people force it
upon themselves
unncessarily.”
- James Neyer
really listened to it until this year
for one reason: The issues which
caused me stress didn’t last that
long, so they didn’t matter.
When we have lots of minor
papers or homework to work
through, it is easy to not be overcome by stress. Instead of focusing on one paper or idea, I could

of this semester, for some the
last semester in college, we are
faced with a tremendous amount
of stress. This comes in the form
not just of homework or tests but
of future possibilities and job opportunities. The best thing to do
when you cannot get these topics
out of your head is to just eat at
The Don’s and let your stress melt
away.

James Neyer is a staff writer
at the Newswire. He is a senior
Honors Bachelors of Arts major from
Cincinnati.
Grant F. Vance is the Managing
Editor at the Newswire. He is a senior
English & Digitial Innovation Film and
Television double major from Jeffersonville,
Ind.
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Baseball team chugs along
BY PAUL FRITSCHNER

Wildcats. The Musketeers kept it
relatively close but could not quite
While Major League Baseball
get over the hump, dropping the
began its regular season games
game 6-2.
this past weekend, the Xavier
Last weekend, an away series
baseball team continued to chug
against Illinois State produced realong with its season.
sults that were less consistent than
During the past couple of
the current weather pattern of the
weeks, the team has gone 3-6
Cincinnati area.
while playing strong at home.
On April Fool’s Day, the
The Musketeers traveled to
Musketeers ran away with a 12-1
Columbus on March 22, looking
victory. The next day it was a 6-5
to extend their fourgame winloss before doing another 180-dening streak with a victory over
JUHHÁLSIRU6XQGD\·VPDWFKXS,W
the Ohio State Buckeyes. Despite
was a lopsided victory again for
a blitz of a start that saw Xavier
Xavier, this time by a score of
jump out to a 5-0 lead, the team
11-5.
could not hold on in the latter
Offensively, Xavier has done
portion of the game. Ohio State
well this season despite its subrallied for 11 runs during the last
.500 record. Joe Gellenbeck and
four innings and staved off a stout
Andre Jernigan are tied for the
Xavier squad.
team lead with eight home runs
It was back to the Tri-State latDSLHFHDQGWKH\DUHÀUVWDQGVHFer that weekend for three games
ond on the team in runs batted in,
against crosstown rival Cincinnati.
respectively.
7KH ÀUVW WZR JDPHV ZHUH SOD\HG
On the mound, Zac Lowther
on the Bearcats’ campus and did
has thrown 43.0 innings so far and
not go well for the Musketeers
allowed only 14 earned runs, good
Newswire photo by Tom vonAhlefeld
as the Saturday afternoon doufor a 2.93 ERA and a 3-3 record.
Jernigan slides in safely against Cincinnati. He is a senior shortstop from Ft. Wayne, Ind., and has eight home runs this season.
bleheader went the way of the
Lowther also leads the team with
Bearcats’ by scores of 4-0 and 9-2. Cincinnati at Hayden Field to over to the bullpen who shut the ÀUVWKRPHORVVRI WKHVHDVRQE\D 41 strikeouts.
It was a different story the keep its perfect home record in- door on any ideas of a comeback. score of 8-3.
Next up for the Musketeers is a
following day when Xavier re- WDFW %UDG .LUVFKQHU SLWFKHG ÀYH
March concluded with a trip home series this weekend against
Wright State came to town on
bounded for a 6-3 victory over solid innings before turning it March 29 and handed Xavier its to play the No. 12 Kentucky Morehead State.
Staff Writer

Nova wins title at buzzer

Photo courtesy of thescore.com

Jenkins’s shot to win the national title.

BY DAVID WOELTZ
Staff Writer

The trophy is back in the Big
East and Villanova is hoisting it.
Kris Jenkins etched his name in
NCAA Tournament history with
a game-winning three-pointer as
time expired to give Villanova
(35-5) a 77-74 victory over North
Carolina (33-7).
Ryan Arcidiacono found a
trailing Jenkins by running a play
that the Wildcats have worked on
all season.
“I didn’t have to say anything in
the huddle,” Villanova head coach
Jay Wright said. “We have a name
for it, that’s what we’re going to
do. Just put everybody in their
spots.”
Only moments before Jenkins’
shot, Marcus Paige tied the game
for the Tar Heels with a miraculous double-clutch three-pointer
with 4.7 seconds left. The shot
completed a six-point comeback
IRU1RUWK&DUROLQDGXULQJWKHÀnal two minutes.
After trailing 39-34 at the half,
Villanova built a double-digit lead
in the second half. The Wildcats

ZHUHOHGE\3KLO%RRWKZKRÀQished with a career-high 20 points
and Arcidiacono, who added 16.
The Tar Heels chipped away
at the lead by relying on their rebounding advantage down low.
Brice Johnson grabbed eight
rebounds to go along with 14
points. Kennedy Meeks was another force with six offensive rebounds, although he was held to
IRUIURPWKHÀHOG
North Carolina was led by an
extraordinary effort from Paige.
7KHVHQLRUÀQLVKHGZLWKSRLQWV
VL[DVVLVWVDQGÀYHUHERXQGV-RHO
Berry II added 20 points on a perfect 4-for-4 from beyond the arc.
,W ZDV RQO\ ÀWWLQJ WKDW IRUmer Villanova head coach Rollie
Massimino was in the house to
witness the win since his 1985
squad pulled off one of the most
memorable championship wins
in tournament history versus
Georgetown. The Tar Heels had
Michael Jordan in attendance,
ZKRFRXOGRQO\ZDWFKDVWKHÀQDO
shot went in.
North Carolina head coach
Roy Williams was denied a third
national championship for a program seeking to win its sixth. This
was a tough game to swallow for
the veteran coach.
“I promised them if they do
what I said, we’d come back, and
we’d have a chance to win the
game,” Williams said. “We let
Villanova have the ball last.”
Jenkins made sure he took advantage of the last possession. He
gave Villanova its second national
championship and avenged the
early exits by the Wildcats in each
of the last two seasons.

Reds in for a tough, but exciting, year
BY BRENT RAINES

roster now, but will they be in
August? The Reds tried to trade
Even with one of the best hit- ERWK EXW FRXOGQ·W ÀQG WDNHUV
WHUVLQEDVHEDOOPDQQLQJÀUVWEDVH for the struggling Bruce, while
the Cincinnati Reds are prob- Phillips used his no-trade clause
ably going to be one of the worst to veto a couple of potential deals.
5. Many fans wanted manager
teams in baseball this year. While
most fans will turn away from a %U\DQ 3ULFH ÀUHG DIWHU D VHFRQG
team likely to drop 90 games, the straight 90-loss season, but he’s
hardcore fans will still tune in to back for his third go-around. The
Fox Sports Ohio to watch the Reds knew this would be a down
year, so are they letting Price take
Redlegs battle for fourth place.
,QKRQRURI 0/%ÀQDOO\DOORZ- the fall for a rough season in oring the Reds to retire Pete Rose’s der to hire Hall of Famer Barry
number, here are 14 things to Larkin for 2017?
6. Billy Hamilton can run fast.
watch this season.
1.When most folks had moved It’s time for him to show if he can
on to football season, Joey Votto hit enough too.
7. Devin Mesoraco was an Allwrapped up one of the best half
seasons ever. His .535 OBP after Star in 2014, while Zach Cozart
WKH $OO6WDU EUHDN ZDV WKH ÀIWK had a shot to reach the game last
best ever, behind only all-time year. Can they both rebound from
greats Ted Williams, Babe Ruth, major injuries to be the players
Barry Bonds and Roger Hornsby. they once were?
8. Plenty of rookies will get
2. Continuing the theme of
great second-half performers, WKHLUÀUVWWDVWHRI WKHELJOHDJXHV
Anthony DeScalfani was in line to this year, none more highly restart opening day before an injury garded than pitcher Robert
gave the start to Raisel Iglesias. Stephenson. With several injuries
DeScalfani moved away from re- to the pitching staff, Stephenson
lying on his fastball in the second will be forced to prove he’s worth
half of the season, showing a lot the hype much earlier than the
of promise with a 5.5 strikeout to Reds would have liked.
9. As the Reds entered a fullwalk rate.
3. Iglesias had his own run blown rebuild, many of their esof success, including a streak of tablished veterans were sold off
three straight 10-strikeout games, for prospects. The Reds have
ZKLFKZDVWKHÀUVWWLPHDURRNLH done fairly well in these types of
had completed the feat since trades over the past few seasons,
1995. The 26-year-old Cuban is and we’ll get a look at some of the
drawing comparisons to ex-Reds guys that the Cueto, Todd Frazier
ace Johnny Cueto and had an ef- and Aroldis Chapman trades
brought to Cincinnati. Two to
fective start on Opening Day.
4. Longtime Reds Jay Bruce keep an eye on are Scott Schebler
and Brandon Phillips are on the and Jose Peraza, both pieces in the

Sports Editor

Frazier trade. Schebler is a corner
RXWÀHOGHU FRPLQJ RII  D IDQWDVWLF
spring and should be in line for
regular playing time right away.
3HUD]D LV D PLGGOH LQÀHOGHU ZKR
was once one of the top prospects
in all of baseball. While his star
has faded, his potential was great
enough for the Reds to give up an
All-Star and fan favorite. Peraza
will start the year at Triple-A and
will likely stay there until Phillips
or Cozart either get traded or
injured.
10. After years of being banned
IURPGRLQJVRWKH5HGVZLOOÀQDOly be able to honor the Hit King
by inducting Pete Rose into the
Reds’ Hall of Fame and retiring
his number in June.
Even if Great American
Ballpark won’t be hosting a quality
team, there’s still plenty to watch
for if you are a Reds fan.
Oh, expecting four more? In
honor of Pete Rose, we lied and
there are only 10 things to watch
instead of 14. It’s OK, we won’t
be banned from baseball for this.

Photo courtesy of maysville-online.com

Votto, a 32-year-old Canadian, swings.
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'Batman v. Superman' leaves fans disappointed

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIKXIÀLQJWRQSRVWFRP

Convinced that Superman is now a threat to humanity, Batman embarks on a personal vendetta to end Superman's reign on Earth, while the conniving Lex Luthor launches his own crusade against the Man of Steel.

BY JACOB MUELLER

Staff Writer
So far, “Batman v. Superman:
Dawn of Justice” has earned a
whopping $424.1 million at the
ER[RIÀFH0RYLHJRHUVDUHFHUtainly ecstatic to see the two DC
legends battle it out on the bigVFUHHQEXWLVWKHÀOPDQ\JRRG"
I had the pleasure of seeing it
on opening night, and I left the
WKHDWHUYHU\FRQÁLFWHGDERXWP\
ÀQDOYHUGLFW

“Batman v. Superman: Dawn
of Justice” is a visually stunQLQJÀOP'LUHFWRU=DFN6Q\GHU
FHUWDLQO\NQRZVKRZWRFDSWXUH
VSHFWDFXODUORRNLQJ DFWLRQ VHquences and imagery that proSHOV WKH ÀOP DV D PXVWVHH LQ
theaters.
Even the special effects,
which are somewhat overdone
in some sequences, elevate the
WHFKQLFDODVSHFWVRI WKHÀOP
%HQ $IÁHFN·V SRUWUD\DO RI 

Bruce Wayne and Batman, blew
me away and stole the show in
terms of the performances. The
EDW VXLW ORRNHG LQFUHGLEOH RQ
VFUHHQ DQG $IÁHFN EURXJKW LQ
a very well-rounded emotional
and physical performance.
While standing out in the
WHFKQLFDOFDWHJRU\WKLVÀOPVXIfers greatly from an incoherent
and messy script, especially durLQJWKHÀUVWDFW
It seems the studio was des-

perate to cram as much as it can
LQ WKLV ÀOP LQ RUGHU WR SOHDVH
the fans and jumpstart their
own Justice League cinematic
universe.
7KH WZR FRQÁLFWV UHSUHsented in the title do not mix
well, and it mostly comes off
as messy writing and incoherent
story telling.
At times, I felt I was watching
WZRGLIIHUHQWÀOPVWKHFRQÁLFW
between Batman and Superman

and the attempt to jumpstart the
Justice League.
I would recommend that any
FRPLF IDQ FKHFN RXW WKLV ÀOP
just for the amazing imagery and
action it delivers.
+RZHYHULWZDVGLIÀFXOWWRLJQRUHWKHPDMRUVWRU\WHOOLQJÁDZV
LQ WKH ÀOP VR , VLPSO\ FDQQRW
FDOOLWDJUHDWFRPLFERRNÀOP

Newswire Rating:

Opera workshop comes to music department
BY JONATHAN HOGUE

Opinions & Editorials Editor
The music department offered
DQRSHUDZRUNVKRSWKLVVHPHVWHU
focused on bringing new life to
the art form in Cincinnati.
Professors Thom Dreeze
DQG 0DWWKHZ 8PSKUH\V OHDG D
class of seven music and nonmusic majors through several
PRYHPHQWV RI  0R]DUW·V ´&RVu
IDQ WXWWHµ 7KH ZRUNVKRS FXOPLnates with a free performance of
´&RVuµ DQG LV WKH GHSDUWPHQW·V
way of bringing opera performance to Xavier students.
´6LQJLQJRSHUDLVOLNHUXEELQJ
your tummy and patting your
head,” Dreeze said. “Different
from musical theater, it combines
performing on stage and singing
the drama of the text with other
musicians.”
Dreeze is an adjunct who teaches private vocal lessons andhas
experience performing with the
&LQFLQQDWL2SHUD8PSKUH\VLVD
Cincinnati College-Conservatory
RI  0XVLFWUDLQHG SLDQLVW ZKR
has coached performers in both
operas and musical theater productions. Both offer students a
unique insight into performance
DQG SURYLGH WLPH WR VSHDN ZLWK

professionals in the business.
“Opera is a really incredible
art form in that it involves music
SHUIRUPDQFHµ 8PSKUH\V VDLG
“It provides the theatrical visual
H[FLWHPHQW WKDW KDV NHSW WKHDWHU
DOLYHDQGFRXSOHVLWZLWKWKHÀUHZRUNVRI WKHVLQJHUVGXULQJWKHLU
performance.”
7KH ´&RVu IDQ WXWWHµ SHUIRUmance is the focus of the class,
along with how students develop
their voices. The class is open to
all majors but requires an audition to gain entry.
Junior Stephanie Ambrose, a
vocal performance major, said
she sees the value of an opHUD ZRUNVKRS EHLQJ RIIHUHG DW
Xavier.
´7KRP DQG 0DWWKHZ KDYH
been great teachers for us and
VWXGHQWV·LQVLJKWVDERXWWKHFKDUacters, the plot and how to give
an accurate portrayal of the characters we are playing,” Ambrose
said.
“Also, the guest presenters are
LQGLYLGXDOVZKRSHUIRUPRUZRUN
with singers in Cincinnati and
give us information about how
to succeed as a performer in the
classical music and opera world.”
Xavier students interested in

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RI-RQDWKDQ+RJXH

Freshman Christian Longberry, junior Stephanie Ambrose, junior Nick McGill and Professor Umphreys at rehearsal for “Così fan tutte.”

VHHLQJ WKH ´&RVuµ SHUIRUPDQFH
can see the cast at 8 p.m. on
April 26 in Long Recital Hall.
Admission is free, and students
ZKR DUH LQWHUHVWHG LQ WDNLQJ DQ

RSHUD ZRUNVKRS FODVV DUH KLJKO\
encouraged to attend.
´3HRSOH VKRXOG VHH &RVu EHcause it's fun, witty and entertaining,” Ambrose said.

Students interested in the
ZRUNVKKRS VKRXOG FRQWDFW
Dreeze at dreezet@xavier.edu
DQG 8PSKUH\V DW XPSKUH\VP#
xavier.edu.
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While many of the traditions that we
as Musketeers know and love carry special importance in our hearts, few are as
exciting and colorful as the Hindu celebration of Holi. While originally a religious
practice, Holi is becoming a festival that
unites people of all backgrounds.
Holi, or the festival of colors, is a twoGD\VSULQJIHVWLYDOWKDWVLJQLÀHVWKHYLFWRU\
of good over evil, the arrival of spring and
the unity within various communities.
7UDGLWLRQDOO\D+ROLNDERQÀUHLVEXLOW
the night before Holi, around which various religious rituals are performed. It is
believed that all internal evil is destroyed
ZLWKWKHOLJKWLQJRI WKHERQÀUH
The next day is the carnival of
colors, when participants spray

Feature
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each other with water and brightly pigmented powders called Phagwah powder.
Everyone and everything is splashed with
vivid dyes of every color, making Holi a
beautiful and memorable occasion.
The colors are more than just pretty decorations, however, as they mimic the colors that the goddess Krishna painted onto
Radha as a prank in Hindu mythology. It
also celebrates the death of the ogress who
attempted to kill Krishna when she was
an infant.
Newswire photo by Mac Schroeder

HOLI

The Festival of Colors
BY HANA PRISCU
Feature Editor

Students show their true colors as they brandish their powder-caked X’s during the Holi festivities.

XU DOES HOLI
Holi took place at Xavier on April 1,
HYHQ WKRXJK LW ZDV RIÀFLDOO\ FHOHEUDWHG
RQ0DUFK7KHIHVWLYDOKDVEHHQJURZLQJ LQ SRSXODULW\LQ UHFHQW \HDUV HYHQ
ZLWK QRQ+LQGXV 7KLV \HDU WKH FHOHEUDWLRQ ZDV NLFNHG RII  E\ SHUIRUPDQFHV E\
;DYLHU·VDFDSHOODJURXSV+DUPRQ;DQG
WKH$FDEHOODV7KHIHVWLYLWLHVDOVRLQFOXGHG
face painting stations.
,QVOLJKWYDULDWLRQRQWKHWUDGLWLRQDOFHOHEUDWLRQVWXGHQWVSDUWLFLSDWLQJLQWKHIHVWLYLWLHV EHJDQ WKH IUHHIRUDOO FRORU H[SORVLRQZLWKDZDWHUEDOORRQÀJKWVRWKDWWKH
SLJPHQWV VWXFN WR WKHLU VNLQ DQG FORWKHV
7KHQWKH;DYLHU<DUGHUXSWHGZLWKFRORU
DVVWXGHQWV³QRWRQHZLWKRXWDVPLOHRQ
KLVRUKHUIDFH³WKUHZÀVWIXOVRI SRZGHU
at one another.
,I EHLQJSHOWHGDQGFDNHGZLWKSRZGHU
LVQ·W \RXU FXS RI  WHD REVHUYLQJ WKH IHVWLYLWLHVFDQEHMXVWDVHQWHUWDLQLQJ+DYLQJ
SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ EXW QHYHU REVHUYHG +ROL
FHOHEUDWLRQVMXQLRU9LFWRULD2ZHQVGHFLGHGWRZDWFKWKHIHVWLYDORI FRORUIURPWKH
top of Fenwick place.
´6HHLQJ WKH FORXGV RI  FRORU IURP IDU
DZD\PDGHFDPSXVORRNOLNHDSDLQWLQJµ
2ZHQVVDLG´$OWKRXJKQRWKLQJEHDWVEHLQJLQWKHPLGGOHRI LWDOOµ
:KHWKHU \RX DUH ZDWFKLQJ WKH DFWLRQ
SURFHHG IURP DIDU RU WDNLQJ KDQGIXOV RI 
SRZGHUWRWKHIDFHWKHFHOHEUDWLRQRI +ROL
EULQJV HYHU\RQH WRJHWKHU LQ D UDLQERZ RI 
IHVWLYLW\

